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Dear Corkscrew Family, 
 
Thank you to all of the families who participated in the GLOW Night! It was a 
great celebration of our families learning together! Also thanks to all of our 
awesome teachers and staff that supported CES! 
 
We are heading in to our 4th quarter with pride and excitement of one of the 
best school years under our belt! Soon students will get the opportunity to show 
what they know and spotlight all of the learning at Corkscrew Elementary! 
 
On page 2, please find information about classroom placement for the 2017-
2018 school year. There are a few changes and we ask that all families adhere to 
these requests and procedures. 
 
Did you know that our school last year had 47,540 reading counts points at this 
point in the year! We are record breaking this year with 56,829 reading counts 
points.  We have had 118,145,412 words read this school year so far in reading 
counts too! Let’s keep going and see how high we can make the point value! 
Research supports students who read at home have greater academic 
success….Keep Reading Corky Bears! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Ronna Smith  
Principal 

April 

11—PTA Meeting 

14—No School/Good Friday 

17—No School 

18—McDonald’s Night 5:00-7:00 

May 

15—Spring Book Fair Begins 

16—McDonald’s Night 

16—Ice Cream Social 

20—PTA Miracle Game 

23—Kindergarten Musical @ 8:00 AM 

30—Water Day 

31—5th Grade Moving-Up  C
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Class Placements for 2017-2018 
 

Corkscrew Elementary administration and faculty will carefully consid-
er all aspects of academic data, social development, and students’ 
unique needs as placement criteria for the next school years teacher.  
 
We believe that parents are important partners in the educational pro-
cess and provide valuable input as a part of the team.  Any parent who 
desires to share additional information about their child and a descrip-
tion of the academic environment in which their child will thrive, is in-
vited to write no more than a one page letter explaining the environ-
ment or needs of your student.  Letters may not have specific teacher 
names, descriptions, or gender (as you know teachers can change grade 
levels each year).  
 
The letter should be submitted to the Corkscrew front office reception-
ist or by email to vieiraje@collierschools.com from April 8, 2017 ~ April 
29, 2017. Letters submitted after this date will not be reviewed. 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to be a volunteer at CCPS 

 

Fill out a volunteer application at www.collierschools.com. On the left side of the screen un-
der “quick links” click on “volunteer.” Click on “Volunteer Online Application,” complete and 

then submit.  Once completed, go to www.collierschools.com/ces.  Click on “for parents” 
then the “volunteer icon.” Watch the CES Volunteer PowerPoint. 

With the completion of the application and the power point, contact Maria Orcutt at 377-
6500. At this time your name will be submitted for Level 1 Volunteer Status. 

 

Once your level 1 volunteer status has cleared and you would like to be a level 2 volunteer, 
you will need to be fingerprinted. Maria can provide you with the letter that is needed to 
bring to the administration center to be fingerprinted. 

 

Then stop by the CES office to have your picture taken for your volunteer badge. 

http://www.collierschools.com
http://www.collierschools.com/ces
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                                             Mrs. Smith 
Our Pre-K Head Start classroom is having an exciting Spring! We will be visiting 
North Collier Fire Department to learn about fire safety. We can hardly wait to ex-
plore the station, the trucks and see where firefighters live.  Our next unit of 
study is Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. Our class will learn how we can be a part of 
taking care of our planet. Pre-k is a wonderful place to be! 

 
 
 
 
                                                     
                                                       Mrs. James  
For the months of April/May, Mrs. James’ PreK Class will be focusing on the 
themes of “Nature All Around Us” and “ Moving On” to the next PreK Level of 
Headstart/VPK. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Spring! The Kindergarten team is excited for so many things coming up. This is 

a very busy time of year for us as we get ready for first grade. We can’t believe we are already 
in the last nine weeks of school.  

Here are some of the highlights for the end of the year. On April 11th, Jack Hartman 
will be putting on a concert for us in the Cafeteria and on April 26th, the Naples Zoo will be 
coming to our school to do a presentation. On May 16th and 18th Kindergarten will be going 
on a field trip to the FGCU Food Forest and Kliest Health Center. Three classes will go on 
the 16th and three will be going on the 18th.  

May 23rd will be our Kindergarten Musical at 8am in the Cafeteria. On May 26th, 
which is an early dismissal day, we will be having student led conferences at 8:00am. On 
this morning, you will come into your child’s classroom and they will share some of their 
work with you. You will also bring a lot of their belongings and notebooks home with you. 

We told you the end of the year is busy, but we are really looking forward to it and we 
know the students will enjoy it all too! 
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 CES has the best first graders! 
 
Through engaging activities, they strive to  
reach their reading, writing and math  
goals.  Even though we are in the fourth  
quarter, there is more learning to do.  In 
 math, we will be learning about 3D shapes,  
the 120 chart, and story problems.  There  
are some fun science experiments about 
 plants and animals coming up!   
  

“What we learn with pleasure, we never forget.” (Alfred Mercier)  
 
Second graders at Corkscrew Elementary learned with pleasure about famous Americans. In the begin-
ning of March, we hosted our first American Hero Gallery for parents, friends, and peers. The students 
researched, wrote biographies, made hanger people, power point slides, QR codes and more to present 
their research! The teachers would like to thank all the family members who attended and applaud the 
students for their hard work!  
 
2nd graders are continuing project based learning in the 4th quarter! Classes have started American histo-
ry projects with an integration of writing and reading! Students will learn about Native Americans, Colo-
nial America, Immigration, and how their current traditions come from the past! We look forward to 
sharing these projects with families at the end of the school year.   
 
As we come to the end of the year, 2nd grade teachers would like to remind parents of some upcoming 
events. All second graders have been invited to attend a field trip to Collier County Recycle Center and 
Landfill. We are excited to see the recycling process and learn more about how we can reduce waste in 
our community. Mark your calendars for 2nd grade’s 1st annual Family Appreciation Day and Student Led 
Conferences being held May 12 from 8-9.  
 
It has been our pleasure to work with you and your children! We will never forget the amazing things we 

have learned together!   
~2nd grade teachers  

Our field trips to the Naples Art Museum 
and Naples Airport were amazing! Which 
trip did your child like the best?  Please 
continue to read and ask comprehension 
questions every day.  Thank you for your 
continued support in your child’s educa-
tion. 
 

Keep up the great work First Graders! 
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We are so proud of the hard work we saw from our third graders last week.  Taking their 
first ever FSA, CES third graders arrived well rested and ready to use all of the strategies 
they had been practicing.  Most finished day 1 feeling confident and ready to tackle day 2. 
 
With 40 days left in the school year, there is still plenty of learning to be done.  This week we 
are working on an author study, integrating numerous reading standards.  This thematic 
unit would not be complete without including STEM.  Third graders are integrating their 
knowledge of gravity, force, and motion to create a capsule that will enable their egg to be 
dropped from the top of the building, without cracking.   In Writing, students are creating 
narratives, while learning to include vivid details.  In Math, we have just completed a unit on 
data and measurement.  We will be working on critical areas, to prepare for the FSA in 
Math.   
 
Shhhh!  Don’t tell the kiddos, but we are going on a fieldtrip to Delnor Wiggins Pass State 
Park, in May.  This is an exciting opportunity for students to integrate their knowledge 
about life cycles, classification, and adaptations.  We are looking for level 2 volunteers.  
Please contact your student’s teacher, if you are available to chaperone.   

 

 

 

Our Fabulous Fourth Grade students are having a great year!  As we approach the FSA test-
ing in the next couple of weeks, we will be working hard to make sure they are as prepared 
as possible.  We will be reviewing the reading and math standards using a variety of activi-
ties.  Thank-you in advance for helping us prepare the kids for a successful couple weeks of 
testing.  Please make sure that on testing days they are here on time, well-rested, and with a 
full stomach.  It is amazing how much these three things really do impact their scores.  We 
know they are ready, and we look forward to giving them the opportunity to shine. 
 

Once these assessments are over we have several fun projects planned.  We will be starting with our Character 
Book Reports.  These are projects where the kids choose their favorite character from a book, and then present 
their project as if they are the character they have chosen.  This project covers multiple reading and writing stand-
ards, as well as, speaking and listening standards.  This project is fun for the kids, and allows lots of opportunity 
for creativity. We will also be having our Invention Convention and Wax Museum (more to come later). 
 
In science, we will be working hard to provide as much hands on science as we can through the use of the lab.  
We will be moving from our unit on matter into our unit on Earth and Space.  There are several fun labs that ac-
company this unit so I am sure the kids will love it! 
 
In math, our focus in on the critical content areas that will get them prepared for a successful year in 5th grade.  
There are 3 specific areas that we will review and enhance.  This will be done largely through math workshops so 
that the kids are working more independently.  There will also be small group support during this time to support 
those that need a little extra help. 
 
We are looking forward to a great 4th quarter with lots of fun things planned!   
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Wow!  It has been a great year in fifth grade so far!  In ELA, we are learning and exploring many different topics! In 
Reading, we have focused on standards such as locating evidence and reasons to support and author's point as well as 
looking at domain specific vocabulary and how it is used. We have been exploring these standards with stories that 
take us deep down in the ocean to Titanic's final resting place as well as up into the stars of space with astronauts! 
April is National Poetry month so we have put that as our focus in writing. We have been tapping into our creative 
writing abilities and using descriptive language in our poems. We have been describing our emotions using our five 
senses as well as critically thinking about what we would do if we were in charge of the world! If 5th grade ELA was 
an emotion; it would be EXHILARATING!  In science, we have been discovering new knowledge about friction and 
sound energy. Through our engaging, hands on labs, we have been able to grasp the idea of how sound travels in addi-
tion to the effect texture of a surface has on friction. Looking forward to investigating rocks and minerals and circuits! 
Oh my!  Math has been very calculated this month! In addition to constant review of fractions and decimals, we have 
been learning the importance of coordinate graphing! We have also been converting different measurements such as 
time, distance, and weight. Do you how many kilometers 24 miles would be or how many seconds are in 37 minutes?  
We have also recently had the chance to use the BreakoutEDU boxes!  Students had to use their critical thinking skills 
to solve clues to unlock the boxes!  They have a great time and we have some future detectives walking around CES!    
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with Mr. Lyberg 

Test Taking Tips 
 

 Realize that no one gets all answers correct on a standardized achievement test. 

 Make a commitment to do your best! 

 Get a good night’s sleep. 

 Set your clock to ring a little early to avoid having to rush in the 
morning. 

 Pick out your clothing at night before going to bed to avoid wasting 
time in the morning. 

 Eat a good breakfast, but don’t overeat. 

 Wear comfortable clothing-something you feel confident wearing. 

 If you wear glasses, clean them and remember to wear them. 

 Try to clear your mind of all worries. 

 Resolve any disagreements with family members and friends. 

 Avoid activities that may tend to create controversy or unpleasantness. 

 THINK POSITIVELY ABOUT THE TEST! 

 A POSITIVE ATTITUDE COUNTS DOUBLE. 

 Do not become discouraged because of difficult test items. 

 Listen and watch carefully while instructions are being given. 

 If you don’t understand the directions, ask questions IMMDEIATELY before the test be-
gins. 

 Read the directions quickly, but carefully 

 Work swiftly and accurately. 

 Make sure the answer sheet number is the same as the number of the test question. 

 If you complete your test with time left, go back and check your work. 

 Be sure to erase any dots or stray marks on your answer sheet. 
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A Note From Ms. Vieira 

Assistant Principal 

Attendance is a critical factor in any child’s school success.  At Corkscrew Elementary 
School, we work very hard to ensure all students receive the best education possible. How-
ever, we cannot provide students a quality education if they are not in school, on time, eve-
ry day.  When a child enters his/her classroom five to ten minutes late he/she not only 
misses out on valuable instruction, but also interrupts the other students and the teacher.   
 
As you may already know, school attendance is required by the State of Florida for all chil-
dren ages seven through eighteen.  Children should attend school every day, except in the 
cases of illness or emergency.  It is impossible to replace the learning that happens on any 
school day. We treasure and value our time with your child and feel that regular, on-time 
attendance is an important piece of the academic and social development of your child. It 
is important that your child arrives to school each day on time.  School hours are 8:20 AM 
- 2:50 PM, students may arrive on campus at 7:45 AM each day.  
 
We realize certain occasions will arise in which children will have a necessary or excused 
absence.  Please remember to contact the school office at (239) 377-6500, if your child will 
be absent, regardless of the reason.  
Here are the types of absences and a description of each from the Collier County Attend-
ance Policy:  
 

Excused Absences 
 an illness of the student documented by a doctor's statement or a documented medical/

dental appointment 
 an observance of an established religious holiday or for pre-arranged religious instruc-

tion as defined in F.S. 1003.21 (documentation of the religious affiliation of the student 
may be required by school officials) 

 a court subpoena, a required court appearance, or placement in detention at a juvenile 
center in which the student continues his/her education 

Validated Absences 
 Brief illness, appointments, and family business are considered absences for purposes of 

meeting attendance policy requirements. Absences must be documented by written 
notes from parents 

Unexcused Absences 
 Unexcused absences shall include, but not be limited to out-of-school suspensions, tru-

ancy, class cuts, and tardies to class of ten (10) minutes or more. 
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Please go to www.collierschools.com for information regarding school enrollment.  Click on 

“Parents” and then the Enrollment Icon  

 

Dress Code & Uniform Policy 
 

Please review the student dress code and uniform policy with your family.  
 
If the Corkscrew Elementary Dress Code Policy is not followed: 
 First offense - verbal warning 
 Second offense - warning with dress code policy reminder for parents and students to sign and 

return (the specific dress code violation will be highlighted on the policy sent home for signa-
tures).  

 Third Offense – will result in an infraction and a consequence/loss of privilege. 

 For general questions about registration, please call (239) 377-0547 

Corkscrew Elementary School Uniform Policy 

Bottoms 
*dress code length (bottom hem must be at or below 
your child’s fingers) 

Black, Navy or Khaki Dockers-style pants or capris 
Black, Navy or Khaki Shorts, Jumpers, or Skorts (*dress code length) 
Cold Weather allowances: Black, Navy or Khaki/tan SOLID color leggings/
tights may be worn under the above mentioned approved bottom options. 

Tops Collared Polo-style shirts (any solid color) 
Any emblem visible will be no larger than a quarter 
Embroidered shirts with school name are optional 
Cold Weather allowances: any SOLID color long sleeve shirt may be worn 
UNDER the above mentioned approved top options. 

Friday Spirit Day/Early Release Day Any Corkscrew T-shirt in any color allowed (this includes field day shirts, 
Honor Roll shirts, CES spirit shirts, classroom shirts and embroidered or print-
ed Corkscrew T-shirts) 

Jackets and Sweaters School appropriate and modestly sized jackets, sweatshirts and sweaters may 
be worn to school on cold weather days.  (may have CES logo) 

Shoes Ankle height sneakers/gym shoes with socks.  NO knee length shoes, shoes 
with heels or boots, or open toed shoes. 

Socks Matching ankle or crew length 

http://www.collierschools.com/registration
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Reading Counts Leader Board (as of March 30th) 

School Totals: 

Points Earned: 56,829 

Words Read: 118,145,412 

 

 

Look how many words   

we’ve read!!! 

Kindergarten: 317,927 

1st grade: 5,010,163 

2nd grade: 10,056,257 

3rd grade: 26,196,381 

4th grade: 32,008,983 

5th grade: 44,555,701 

Upcoming Events: 

 Book Fair:  

   May 15—May 18—Shopping Days 

 ALL library books due 5/24  

 Summer Book Exchange: 

5/26 

WOW...Students with OVER  

One Million Words Read 

 

5th grade: 

Daniel Hahn 4,721,142 

Theylor Pena 2,287,212 

Aidan Henchesmoore 2,203,553 

Lucas Smith 1,597,786 

Ryan Kerekes-Trujillo 1,354,313 

Samuel Beausejour Barrio 1,126,063 

Colin Hennessy 1,024,658 

4th grade: 

Jeremy Walsh 4,212,986 

Gracie Bennett 3,526,470 

Angelee Musiel 3,497,878 

Callie Sass 1,707,073 

Katie Brugger 1,468,166 

Dariana Vega 1,203,711 

Joshua Merhar 1,149,423 

Grace Ceto 1,028,862 

3rd grade: 

Liana Florez-Garcia 2,583,925 

Jason Amoyo 1,519,686 

Jasmine Saltarin 1,319,430 

Logan Glynn 1,245,046 
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What is a Multi-Tiered System of 

Supports? 

MTSS is a term used to describe an evidence-based model of schooling that uses data-

based problem-solving to integrate academic and behavioral instruction and 

intervention.  The integrated instruction and intervention is provided to students at 

varying levels of intensity based on student need.  The goal is to prevent problems and 

intervene early so that students can be successful. 

Tier 1-Refers to the high quality instruction that is provided to all students in the general 

education classroom. 

Tier 2-Refers to the interventions that are provided to small groups of students who 

need more support than they are receiving in Tier 1. 

Tier 3- Refers to the interventions that are provided to individual students. 

What can I expect with MTSS? 

 Frequent updates of student progress 

 Early identification of academic or behavioral concerns at the first signs of 
difficulty. 

 Help for your child that increases or decreases depending on his or her needs. 

 Information and involvement in planning and providing interventions to help 
your child. 

 Information about how your child is responding to the interventions being 
provided. 
 

What do I do if I believe my child is struggling? 

 Talk with your child’s teacher. 

 Review and assist with homework assignments. 

 Ask for regular progress monitoring reports. 

 Celebrate your child’s successes 

 Learn more about the curriculum, assessments, and interventions being used in 
your child’s school. 

 Participate in conferences and meetings about your child. 
 
To get more information on the MTSS process please visit http://florida-

rti.org/parentResources/index.htm. 

Kyle LaPaglia 
Intervention Support Specialist 

Sue Fialko 



 

12 

 
 

Reading Coach Corner  

with Ms. McCosh 

 
Vocabulary Building 
Research suggests that vocabulary is enormously important to children’s development, 
especially in reading. Research clearly indicates that children with larger vocabularies 
have higher school achievement in general and higher reading achievement in 
particular. In fact, people with larger vocabularies even have higher IQs! 
Here are some ways you can help build your child’s vocabulary at home. 
 
READ TO THEM 
Most helpful will be reading aloud books and other materials (such as magazines or 
environmental print) that have some, but not too many words, that are new to children. 
Read-aloud of storybooks is important, but also important is read-aloud of other types 
of text, such as informational books. 
 
GET THEM READING 
Children also learn new words through reading independently. Researchers estimate 
that 5–15% of all the words we learn we learn from reading. 
 
ENGAGE CHILDREN IN RICH ORAL LANGUAGE  
Children also learn words through talk, especially from listening to and participating in 
high-level conversations. For example, one study showed that young children whose 
parents use more “rare words” at the dinner table had higher vocabularies and better 
reading achievement than other children. 
 
RAISE WORD CONSCIOUSNESS  
We want children to notice when they encounter new words and to want to learn them. 
There are many ways to draw children’s attention to and interest in words around them. 
Playing with words through games, songs, and humor can be powerful. Simply 
encouraging children to recognize when they have encountered new words, and to 
notice special characteristics of words, will also raise word consciousness. 
 

10 Research-Tested Ways to Build Children’s Vocabulary by Nell K. Duke Annie M. Moses 


